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vice of the nation. But that is not strictly true; for
the officers of the Army and the Navy are not to be
found already prepared in civil life. They must be
specially trained for their duties, and the method
by which it is done in their case might, perhaps, be
adopted for the colonial service. In short, it is by
no means impossible that the principles which ought
to regulate the selection and training of colonial offi-
cials can be applied in this country by means of a
special training school or college.
It will of course be objected that the system has
been abandoned, or has not succeeded, in other coun-
tries, but the objection is more specious than sound.
The college at Haileybury was not given up because
it was incapable of doing good work, or even because
it had not done good work in the past, but because it
was intimately associated with a system which had
been outlived, and with the abuses to which that sys-
tem had given rise. Haileybury cannot by any means
be said to have been a failure, and it was a common
subject of discussion some years ago among English-
men connected with the Indian administration whether
the Haileybury men or the Competition Wallahs had
furnished the best materials for the service.
The fact that the Dutch School has aroused a
great deal of hostile criticism has no bearing upon
this question, because that is an institution of quite a
different kind, and any defects it may have shown
are due to its being based upon wrong principles,
and have no tendency to prove that a school man-